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Media pitch: New income streams for farmers 
participating in the Emissions Reduction Fund 
The Clean Energy Regulator has published a series of short videos that tell some of Australia’s climate 
change success stories, which you may be interested in covering.   

The five videos demonstrate that carbon farming works successfully in combination with traditional farming 
practices, can increase productivity and drought tolerance while reducing farm input costs. It also provides 
farmers with new income streams through participation in the Emissions Reduction Fund. 

Videos highlights: 

• When Peter Yench bought his sheep farm at Cobar, New South Wales it was run down and overstocked. 
By protecting areas from deforestation and changing his grazing practices, the land is now much 
improved and the stocking rate has doubled. He’s using carbon credit income to purchase additional 
farmland and livestock.  

• David and Kylie Fisher’s farm at Bourke, New South Wales had little remaining topsoil and permanent 
pasture due to continued grazing pressure. To restore their land and increase productivity, they have 
changed management practices and are regrowing native bushland areas. Their income from carbon 
credits has assisted with boarding school fees and the purchase of new farm equipment and 
infrastructure. 

• Niels Olsen’s farm in West Gippsland, Victoria was the first to be issued carbon credits for a measured 
increase in soil carbon. He developed a system which is cycling organic matter and building nutrients in 
the soil.  

• Rosie Galea and Mark Reed’s block in central Victoria was previously unproductive grazing and cropping 
land. The block is now fully vegetated, attracting native birds and animals, and producing carbon credits. 

• OneFortyOne Plantations has planted areas of pine forest in Victoria on land that was either fallow or 
not well used. This method and changing to longer rotation harvesting will sequester about 40-45,000 
tonnes of carbon, creating additional income in carbon credits for the company over the life of the 
project. 

Please contact our Media Team at media@cer.gov.au or phone 02 6159 3448 if you are interested in 
including these stories in an upcoming article, we would love to provide you with background of the stories 
and our projects. 

You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn for more case studies and updates on the schemes 
administered by our agency. 
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